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YOUR PRESIDENT’S THOUGHTS:

Hello Everyone!   Welcome back (Vitame Vas) to another eventful year.  Please join us for our chapter meetings and other events; as your input will be welcome!

We invite you to consider joining our Czech language classes on Monday night.  We will have a beginning class and an intermediate class starting on September 13th.  Encourage your children and grandchildren to come also.

At the very least, mark October 24th on your calendar, and attend our Czech Heritage Festival at the KC Hall on Rigsby; to enjoy a Czech meal, kolaches, the silent auction, genealogy exhibits, and the music of Chris Rybak.  You can help in preserving our Czech Heritage!   Dekuji (Thank You)!






 Sincerely,



         
 

 Robert Trampota, President

--------------------------------- Cut and Save ------------------------------------------------------------------

Bexar County Czech Heritage Society Calendar - 2010

September 11  - Czech Recognition Mass at St. Gerard’s Catholic Church, at 5:00 p.m.,

                             located at 1523 Iowa Street; with a reception following the service.

                             For more information, contact Barbara Banse at 534-0644.

September 12  -  Bexar County CHS General Meeting at 1;30 p.m. (Budget to be



      presented.)**

October 19       -  Texas Czech Heritage Month Proclamation; Commissioners Court.

                             11:00 a.m.

October 24
 - Czech Heritage Festival; at the KC Hall on Rigsby.

November 13  -  State CHS Meeting in New Taiton, Texas.

November 21  -  Bexar County CHS General Meeting at 1;30 p.m.  (Election of  

                               Officers and Board Members).  Please come! Important!    **    

December 5    -  Bexar County CHS Christmas Party, beginning at 12:00 noon, at the KC         
                    Hall on Rigsby.        

**After each meeting, refreshments will be served and there is time to visit




with good friends and new friends.

CZECH LANGUAGE CLASS:   

The Czech Language class is expanding this semester.  There will be a beginners class, which will be taught by Ludmila Krupova; and an intermediate class, which will continue to be taught by P.K. Nesbit .  Both classes will be held on Monday evenings, at the Education Center at St. Anthony of Padua, located at 102 Lorenz. 

The beginner’s class will focus on pronunciation, learning helpful phrases, and building vocabulary. This class will begin at the very beginning and will be a good introduction to the language of our heritage. 

 The intermediate class will continue to focus on conversation and vocabulary, and continue where last years class ended.   The first class (for both classes), this semester, will begin on September 13th, at 7:00 p.m. in classroom 1 and 2. The members, who attend, sincerely thank the Chapter for the teachers that are provided for us. 

The schedule for this semester is as follows:

BEXAR COUNTY CHS - CLASS SCHEDULE 2010


September :  13, 20

October :
  11, 18, 25 

November :   1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

If you are interested in learning the Czech language, please call either Alice Vida (497-4456) or Dolores Bueche (344-5718) for more information about the classes or if you need help in getting started.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS:   Renewal of membership forms will be mailed soon and are due in December.   Please get your Czech family and friends involved. Feel free to Xerox the membership form for new family and friends. If you have any questions, Irene Mazoch at (210) 366-2646 has all of the information that you may need.
CZECH HERITAGE FESTIVAL:  On October 28, 1918, the Czechoslovak National Committee in Prague officially proclaimed its independence from Austria, and Tomas G. Masaryk was elected the first President of the new nation of the Republic of Czechoslovakia.   Since then, October 28th is celebrated in the same manner as our 4th of July.   In 1999, the Texas legislature proclaimed October as “Czech Heritage Month” and has continued to do so each year.

Join us in celebrating our Czech heritage, when the Bexar County Chapter of the Czech Heritage Society celebrates with a Czech Heritage Festival on Sunday,  October 24th, from 11:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., at the Knights of Columbus Hall at 5721 Rigsby, San Antonio, Texas (0.6 miles outside Loop 410).  A Czech meal (sausage, pork roast, sauerkraut, potatoes, peaches, pickles, etc.) will be served from 11:30 A.M. to ????.  The cost of the meal is $7.00 for adults and $3.00 for children under 10 years of age.  Drinks, kolaches, and a variety of delicious pastries will also be on sale throughout the day.  

Our featured performers will be Chris Rybak, playing polka, waltz, and country music  from 12:30 PM to 4:30 PM.  Other activities will include a history/ genealogy display, and the very popular silent auction.  Contact Robert Trampota, at rtrampota@yahoo.com or (210) 649-2702, if you have questions or need additional information

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS:
CARES AND CONCERNS :    Please remember in  your prayers Sr. Bernadette Hajovsky, Andy Tokoly, and  Frank Jasek.  Your prayers are deeply appreciated and they bring great comfort to our members.

CONDOLENCES:   

With great sadness, we extend our deepest sympathy to the families of our former members, who have passed away.


Robert “Bob” Ptacek passed away on May 20, 2010, in Cicero. Illinois. He served as a Marine in World War II; sang with the Beethoven Mannenchor in San Antonio, and was a long-time member of the Bexar County Czech Heritage Society.


Mary Ann Kleffner passed away on June 7, 2010, in San Antonio, Texas. She graduated from Notre Dame Academy (1954) and Creighton University (1958) in Omaha, Nebraska; worked as a medical technologist; and was a volunteer usher at the Majestic Theater in downtown San Antonio..


Genie Karkoska Miri passed away on July 31, 2010, and is buried in Granger, Texas. Genie was a long-time faithful member of our chapter and made many contributions to our society. 

Maj. Clarence J. (“C.J.”) Trenda passed away on August 3, 2010,  Following WWII, he re-enlisted in the Air Force and served as an interpreter on the Czech border, working Graves and Registration issues. Later, he became a pilot,; was stationed at Lackland  Air Force Base as an instructor for 9 years; did a tour in Viet Nam flying the C-54 and retired in 1969 with 8,700 hours of flying time. C.J. was a former president of the Bexar County Czech Heritage Society and also participated in the Institute of Texan Cultures OutReach School Program.


Sister Aline Hrncir, a Sister of Divine Providence, passed away on August 20, 2010.  She was a teacher at St. Joseph’s School in San Antonio, and also served as business manager, personnel director and in related services at various hospitals in the Texas area. Before her retirement, she was involved in pastoral work at St. Rose Parish in Schulenburg.

BATTLE OF FLOWERS PARADE:

A great big thank you to the following members, who walked the entire distance in the Battle of Flowers Parade:  Irene Mazoch, Trish Martin, Mike Vajdos, Laura Houston and Larry Jackson.
Having participated in this event myself, I assure you, this is an accomplishment and depending on the weather, not always easy.  Thanks for representing the Czechs in Texas.  

BEXAR COUNTY CZECH HERITAGE SOCIETY SCHOLARSHIP:

Congratulations to our 2010 Scholarship winners!!!!   They are Cameron Valenta, the grandson of Loretta Valenta; and Sarah Rasor, the granddaughter of Richard and Mary Jo Di Filippo.  Cameron will attend Texas A&M, and Sarah will continue attending St. Mary’s University, where she is majoring in Education.  Our Chapter sends best wishes to Cameron and Sarah regarding their studies this year.  

TCHCC GALA:  The 9th Annual Gala sponsored by the San Antonian Czechs for the TCHCC Library Museum in La Grange, was held at St. Luke’s Church on August 27th.  It was an evening of good food (Czech style meal) prepared by the Knights of Columbus Council 4140, good friends (from the surrounding area), and good music (supplied by Chris Rybak).

The project last year was to pay for a Czech made crystal chandelier, 7 feet 1 inch across and 69 inches tall; a duplicate of a chandelier that hangs in the Prague Castle.  This chandelier is now hanging in the special events room at the Czech Cultural Center in La Grange, Texas. And from the pictures posted at the Gala, it is a beautiful sight to behold, well worth going to see. It has been mentioned that the Czechs in the San Antonio area are largely credited with raising the funds that made the purchase of this chandelier possible.

 The featured speaker, Dr. Jim Ayres, Professor Emeritus at the University of Texas in Austin, began with the telling of a Czech fairy tale, that led into a description of the museum: its purpose in explaining our heritage in Texas; the research library facilities that can be used to find information regarding our heritage from Europe and our families that settled in Texas; and the amphitheater, which has various productions throughout the year.  Dr. Ayres has be very “hands on” in the establishment and organizing of this museum.

 Members, present at the May 16th general meeting, whose names were drawn to attend the Gala, were: Barbara Banse, Dolores Bueche, Mike Vajdos, Jerry Janecka,  Trish Martin,  Sr. Anna Marie Vrazel, Edmund Kozlovsky, Georgie Rainosek, and Irene Mazoch.  Others, who enjoyed the festivities were Frank and Lupe Jasek, Ann Janecka, Alice Vida, Debbie Trampota, P.K. Nesbit, Paula & Charles Looney, T.J. & Myrna Slansky, and Willie Rainosek. Please forgive me if I missed someone.

FYI:  The Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center is located at 205 W. Fairground Road, in La Grange Texas 78945-0006.  Telephone:  (979) 968-9399 or (888) 785-4500.

Web Page:  www.czechtexas.org
E-mail: czechtx@verizon.net 

Czech  Activities in the Area:

September 26  -  Victoria County’s 25th Annual Czech Heritage Festival; 10:00 a.m. to



7:30 p.m., Victoria Community Center, 2905 E. North in Victoria.



Music, Special Guests, 25th Texas State Tarok Tournament, and 



much more.

PAINTED CHURCH TOUR:

Because the Painted Church Tour was so very well received and enjoyed by everyone who went, the possibility of another tour in the spring of 2011 is being discussed.  Larry Jackson, our Vice-President, is in charge of exploring another tour.  Everything is in the discussion area as of this time, but your input as to interest in going on the tour; or knowledge of other Painted Churches in the region, etc. would be greatly appreciated.  You may contact Larry Jackson by telephone (830) 822-6445 or by e-mail: ljackson37@satx.rr.com .  

Please let Larry know your preference.  Last year’s tour was filled with lots of fellowship, information, beautiful restorations of the churches, and a very good lunch.  

AND THE WINNER WAS………..  The winner of the drawing for a free membership, at the May 16, 2010 General Membership meeting, was Alice Vida.   Remember, everyone who comes to the general meeting on September 12th  will have a chance to win the free membership. The next winner could be YOU!!!!!

THANK YOU:

Thanks to all who contributed with news and items for the newsletter, especially T.J. Slansky, Alice Vida and Irene Mazoch, our super reporters.   Your help is greatly appreciated.     

P.S.:   You can be a super reporter also.  Just contact me by phone or e-mail.  My friends know that I am lax at checking my e-mail, but around newsletter time, I do a better job of checking.  Thanks!

Dolores Bueche, Editor  (210) 344-5718 /  buechedm@sbcglobal.net






