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Month of the beginning of the harvest;
                  From the word  srp  (sickle).             

YOUR PRESIDENT’S THOUGHTS:
Dobry den   (Good day) !            
Please attend our first meeting at 1:30 p.m. on September 22nd,  in the St. Anthony de Padua Education building (in back of the church).   We will discuss upcoming Czech movies, Czech language classes and our October Czech Heritage Festival.  Svacina  (refreshments) will be served after the meeting.

If you are unable to attend the September meeting, please make plans to enjoy, and help if possible, with the Czech Heritage Festival on October 20th.  A Czech meal, kolaches, and Czech music will be among the highlights of the day! 

Leroy Markmann and Paul Heath (our Chapter members) will be performing with the Markmann Polkateers and playing their lively music.  This event will take place at the K.C. Hall on Rigsby / Highway 87.     Vitame Vas !!!
         



       Robert Trampota, President.
--------------------------------- Cut and Save ------------------------------------------------------------------
Bexar County Czech Heritage Society Calendar - 2013
September 22  -  Bexar County CHS General Meeting at 1:30 p.m., at St. Anthony


     de Padua, 102 Lorenz Lane.   *

October 20  -  Bexar County CHS Festival; KC Hall on Rigsby;  11:30 to 4:30 p.m.
October 26  - San Antonio Founder’s Day; at the Gardens of the Alamo; 11:30 to 

                         4:00 p.m.; Please enter through the back of the Alamo complex.

November 17  -  Bexar County CHS General Meeting at 1:30 p.m., at St. Anthony


     de Padua, 102 Lorenz Lane.  Election of Officers / Directors.  *

December 8  - Bexar County CHS Christmas Party at St. Anthony de Pauda

*After each meeting, please stay for refreshments and visiting time with friends you                                        know and to meet some new friends.
EXPLOSION IN WEST, TEXAS:
During the CHS General meeting in May, there was discussion and a motion to send a donation to West to help the community to rebuild.   After discussion among the members present, it was decided to have the CHS Board decide on the amount to be donated and to whom to send the donation.  The Board met in July, and the decision was made to send the amount of $300.00 to the West Disaster Recovery Benefit Fund.  This has been done.
West, Texas has long been a community with a large group of Czech-Americans. Upon hearing about the explosion, Petr Gandalovic, the Czech ambassador to the U.S.,

came to the West community to offer assistance.
CZECH HERITAGE FESTIVAL:  On October 28, 1918, the Czechoslovak National Committee in Prague officially proclaimed its independence from Austria, and Tomas G. Masaryk,  was elected the first President of the new nation of the Republic of Czechoslovakia.   Since then, October 28th is celebrated in the same manner as our 4th of July.   In 1999, the Texas legislature proclaimed October as “Czech Heritage Month” and has continued to do so each year.

We invite you to celebrate our heritage, not exactly on the same day as they do in the Czech Republic, but with the food, friendships, heritage and dancing that is the same !!!  
Come join us on Sunday,  October 20st, from 11:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., at the Knights of Columbus Hall at 5721 Rigsby, San Antonio, Texas (0.6 miles outside Loop 410),    A Czech meal (sausage, pork, sauerkraut, potatoes, peaches, pickles, etc.) will be served from 11:30 A.M. to ????.  The cost of the meal is $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for children under 10 years of age.  Drinks, kolaches, and a variety of delicious pastries will also be on sale throughout the day.  Members, please bring cakes, desserts, and silent auction items, as these are well received and sell well.   Thank you!!!!

Other activities will include a history/ genealogy display, and the very popular silent auction. The Markmann Polkateers will be entertaining us with Czech music. Invite all of your friends, neighbors, and relatives!!  Contact Robert Trampota, at rtrampota@yahoo.com or (210) 649-2702, if you have questions or need additional information.

Many of our wonderful members work very hard in order to make our Festival a success, but we still need more workers and it is not too late to call and volunteer.  Here is the list where more help is needed:

(1)  Irene Mazoch needs more helpers in the kitchen area to help with serving of the food.  Also, helpers are needed to help with peeling potatoes on Saturday, Oct. 19th.   Please call her at (210) 366-2646.

(2)  T.J. Slansky and Willie Rainosek need more help with cooking the sausage.  They can be contacted at (210) 824-0235 for T.J. and at (210) 648-2681 for Willie.

(3)  Help is also needed in setting up the dessert booth and serving, beginning at 11:30 a.m..  A driver is also needed to go to La Grange to pick up the kolaches. Please call Irene Mazoch at (210) 366-2646 to help with this booth.
CZECH LANGUAGE CLASS:
Please note the following regarding the Czech language class schedules:

1. The class day for Czech Conversation will remain on Tuesday, from 7:00 
to 9:00 p.m., meeting at the Panera Bread in Lincoln Heights, just east of the Quarry shopping center on Basse Road and about 2 blocks west of Broadway. There are a lot of parking places.

P.K. Nesbitt will be the instructor. Please contact P.K. Nesbit for more information regarding the class at  (210 – 653-6923)  or e-mail at pkczech@aol.com .
The Czech Conversation class dates are as follows:  September 3, 10, 17 & 24;    October 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29.       
2. A Czech language class for beginners will meet on Thursday evenings in Classroom 2, at St. Anthony de Padua in the Education Building (behind the church); from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  This class will begin on October 17th.
The teacher for this class will be  Hana Drbova Barsness.  Please contact Alice Vida for more information at  497-4456  or 391-0632 or  avida@satx.rr.com , especially if you are planning to attend, so that we will have a sufficient number of class handouts.
Dates for the beginner’s Czech Language class are as follows:

October 17 and 24 ;  Novovember 7, 14, 21  and  December 5. 

3.  There is no charge in order to attend these classes.
THANK YOU:
Willie Rainosek would like to thank everyone, who helped in any way, for making the March dance a success.  Some members did a lot of preparation before the dance, such as cooking the broth for the soup; buying supplies; driving to La Grange for the kolaches; and sending out the advertisement of the event.  Then on the day of the dance, thanks for the help in the kitchen (cooking the soup, sausage and sauerkraut); selling tickets for the “Split – the- Pot,” and to our treasurer, for doing a great job.   A BIG “THANK YOU” TO ALL !!!
Irene Mazoch wishes to send a big THANK YOU  to Trish Martin,  Kimberly McCarron,   Lee Markmann, Robert Powell and Robert Trampota for volunteering to march in the Battle of Flowers Parade during Fiesta.  Members from the Bexar County Czech Heritage Society have been marching in this parade during Fiesta for 20+ (that’s amazing!) years.
NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS:
New Members:  
We are delighted to welcome two new members to the Czech Society in mid-year. Our newest members are Ron and Carolyn Hrncir.   Welcome and we hope to meet both of you at our meetings and activities.  
Cares and Concerns:   Your prayers are requested for our members, who continue to experience health concerns, especially for Sister Bernadette Hajovsky, Emily Havelka, Frank Jasek, Lupe Jasek (having shoulder surgery), Sr, Agnes Marie Marusak, 
Joan Meluch (recovering from heart surgery), and for Dr. Miroslav Synek.  Please know that your prayers are deeply appreciated by our members.
Condolences:   Our deepest condolences we extend to the following members regarding the loss of their dearly loved ones: Barbara Banse, whose husband, Wilfred J. Banse, passed away on March 23rd;   Patricia Blaha Martin, on the death of her aunt, Frances Zoeller Blaha, who passed away on June 30th and to former member, Col. John E. Blaha, the son of Frances Blaha;  Stanley Cernosek, Jr., on the death of his mother, Elvira Cernosek; Mary Jo Di filippo, whose husband, Richard Victor Di Filippo, died on January 27th;  Maureen Otradovec Montgomery, whose mother, Leola Smithwick Otradovec passed away on March 25th;  Janice Parkhurst, whose father, Jerome Sulak, died on February 10th;  and to Mike Vajdos, whose brother, Francis John Vajdos, passed away in June.    May they rest in peace and enjoy eternal happiness.
Congratulations:

We are delighted to name the winner of our Bexar County CHS Scholarship, the drawing of which occurred at the May 19, 2013 General Meeting.   Callie Rainosek, the granddaughter of  Willie and Georgie Rainosek, will be given a check for $350.00.  
Callie plans to  attend  Texas A&M University and she plans to major in Water Quality / Environment, which is an important topic in this part of Texas.
We have three very happy members, Leroy and Virginia Janda, whose daughter, Stephanie Wilkerson, presented them with their first beautiful grandson.  At last report, all were doing well and the very proud Grandfather is reported to have posted a lot of baby pictures on line.
Czech Republic Travelers:
Several of our members traveled to the Czech Republic this year.  Loretta Valenta and members of her family enjoyed visiting there; as did Edmund Kozlovsky and Alice Vida, who went to visit Edmund’s son, who lives in the Czech Republic.
Also, we actually have two members of our Bexar County CHS, who live in the Czech Republic.    John Kuba bought a house in Podivin, which is in Moravia near the Austrian border.   Tim Sowder has been living in the Czech Republic for about three years now, and from the pictures that he e-mails, he is having a wonderful time there.

Tribute to Former Bexar County CHS Member:
On February 16, 2013, at the Roosevelt Avenue Mission Branch Library, the south courtyard was dedicated to the memory of Msgr. Balthasar “Balty” Janacek (deceased).  This tribute was given to acknowledge the many years Msgr. Janacek spent in working to preserve and advance the community use of the Old Spanish Missions.  The Janacek family members, many of whom traveled to San Antonio to attend the dedication , was represented by  Kay Vajdos.  Msgr. Balty Janacek was a former member of our society.
Genealogy Chairperson Needed:
Our Society has need of a chairperson or co-chairpersons for Genealogy.   Duties would be to act as custodian of club genealogy materials and to help members regarding genealogy information, etc.   Please contact Robert Trampota if you are interested and would consider this position.  Robert can be reached at 649-2702 or rtrampota@yahoo.com .
San Antonio Symphony to Honor Antonin Dvorak:

In the past two years, the San Antonio Symphony Orchestra has chosen to honor the composers Peter Tchaikovsky and Johannes Brahms with a series of concerts during the regular symphony season.   This year, 2013 – 2014, the composer being honored is Antonin Dvorak, a Czech composer who lived from 1841 to 1904. He was born in Nelahozeves, Bohemia and died in Prague.
In 1885, Dvorak was asked to become the director of the National Conservatory of Music in New York City. To assuage his homesickness for this native land, Dvorak would spend the summers in Spillville, Iowa, which was a Czech Bohemian community.  While in Spillville, he composed a symphony entitled “The New World Symphony.” This symphony will be one of his compositions featured.  A concert version of one of his operas, “Rusalka” will also be featured.

Dvorak concerts will be in January and February, either on Friday or Saturday evenings beginning at 8:00 p.m.  The concerts are held at the Majestic Theater on Houston Street.    Tickets may be obtained at 554-1010 or   sasymphony.org .

Editor’s Note:   I realize that Dvorak’s music will not be exactly like the polkas and waltzes that you and I listened and danced to as children and young adults.  However, his music is authentically Czech music, based upon Czech folk music, which he took up to another level.  To quote: “ The roots of his creation are the melody and rhythm of folk songs and folk dances.”   - Paul Stefan -   
Many thanks to Robert Trampota, T.J. Slansky, Irene Mazoch, Alice Vida  and Mike Vajdos,for furnishing information to the editor for this newsletter.   Your help is greatly appreciated.  
         Dolores Ryza Bueche, Editor   (210) 344-5718 /   buechedm@sbcglobal.net
