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23.  listopad  ( November  )  2015

Month of falling leaves.    From the word  list (leaf) and pad (fall down).





YOUR PRESIDENT’S THOUGHTS:
Vitame Vas  (welcome)!   We are having our annual Christmas Party on December 6th, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m,. in the Banquet Hall at St. Anthony de Padua.  A delicious meal of turkey and pork will be furnished, and we ask that you bring a side dish, salad or dessert, big enough to serve 6 to 8 people.  Drinks, plates, and utensils will be furnished by the chapter.  A short program, featuring Svaty Mikulas (Saint Nicholas), and Christmas songs will be our entertainment.

Also mark your calendar for January 31st, when the Bexar County CHS will sponsor the showing of LISTOPAD, which is a film about the Velvet Revolution.   The film will be shown at Our Lady of the Lake University.  Jeffery Brown (producer of the film) will be present for question and answers following the film.  He is an American, who has lived in the Czech Republic for several years and also produced a film that the chapter showed a few years ago.  Please join us on both of these occasions.

Robert Trampota, President
--------------------------------- Cut and Save ------------------------------------------------------------------

Bexar County Czech Heritage Society Calendar –2015 / 2016

December 6 -    BCCHS Christmas Party, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.   For members

                                 and guests. 

                           ***********************************************

January 31 -       (CHANGE OF MEETING)   Film showing, The Velvet Revolution,

at Our Lady of the Lake University in the Community Room in                the library area, beginning at 1:30 p.m.  Publicity only through OLLU, to our members and their friends, and through our website.



   English sub-titles in the film.

March 6  -         Bexar County Czech Heritage Dance at Martinez Social Club; 

                               7791 FM 1346 at FM 1516; from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m.

                               ( Music by Mark Halata & Band )

April 22  -           Battle of Flowers Parade

May 15    -          Bexar County CHS General Meeting at 1:30 p.m., at St. Anthony


      de Padua, 102 Lorenz Lane.    Drawing for Scholarships.
*After each meeting, please stay for refreshments and visiting time with friends,                                        and meet some new friends.

CZECH HERITAGE FESTIVAL:  

In a short while, the month of October will be upon us.  It is a time when we begin to look forward to cooler weather, but also we look forward to celebrating our Czech Heritage with our members and friends.  On October 28, 1918, Tomas G. Masaryk was elected the first President of the new nation of the Republic of Czechoslovakia.  In 1999, the Texas legislature proclaimed October as “Czech Heritage Month” and has continued to do so each year.

Our celebration will be on  Sunday,  October 25th , from 11:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M., at the Knights of Columbus Hall at 5721 Rigsby, San Antonio, Texas (0.6 miles outside Loop 410),    A Czech meal (sausage, pork, sauerkraut, potatoes, peaches, pickles, etc.) will be served from 11:30 A.M. to ????.  The cost of the meal is $8.50 for adults and $4.00 for children under 10 years of age.  Drinks, kolache, and a variety of delicious pastries will also be on sale throughout the day.  Members, please bring cakes, desserts, and silent auction items, as these are well received and sell well.   Thank you!!!!

Please call Irene Mazoch (366-2646) if you can help in the kitchen. She needs at least 8 helpers.  Irene also has a potato peeling party at her home on Oct. 24th in the morning.  The more help we can recruit, the sooner we finish.   Please call her if you can be there, potato peelers in hand.

Help!   Needed…someone to drive to La Grange to pick up the Kolaches for the Festival.    Contact Irene  (366-2646)  or Robert Trampota (649-2702).  Thanks!

Help from Teens needed!  The Board would very much like to have some volunteer teens (ages 12 and older) to help carry plates or items for our elder / disabled  members and guests and to help in clearing the tables, when guests are finished eating their meal.   

Please call Robert Trampota if you have a teenager, who can help.  Many thanks.

Other activities will include a history/ genealogy display, which always has interesting pictures and information; and the very popular silent auction. Interesting bargains abound! 

Chris Rybak will be entertaining us with Czech music for dancing and listening. Invite all of your friends, neighbors, relatives, and everyone!! 

Please call Robert Trampota (649-2702) to help with setting up the tables and chairs.   Hey guys - muscles needed here.

THANK YOU:    Willie Rainosek would like to thank everyone who worked and who attended  the March Fundraiser Dance.  Working together brings success.  Those who did not attend missed a great performance by the Ennis Czech Boys, who are a group of young men.  They sang the Czech songs so fluently, that a young lady in attendance from the Czech Republic, thought the band was from the Czech Republic.

Thanks again for all the help !

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS:

New Members:   With great  pleasure we  welcome Thomas Adams and Mikeala Rios , who are new members to our Chapter.  My deepest apologizes to Catherine Barton and Theresa Wilson, for omitting their names from the new member list in the February Newsletter.  It was not intentional, and I am so sorry. We look forward to meeting Thomas, Mikeala, Catherine and Theresa either at our General Meetings or at our activities.

Cares and Concerns:   Please continue your prayers for our members and relatives, who continue to experience health concerns, especially for Sister Bernadette Hajovsky, Jerry and Ann Janecka, Andy Tokoly,  John Jetelina, and Dr. Miroslav Synek,   Please know that your prayers are deeply appreciated by our members and their families.

Condolences:   

Our heartfelt sympathy we extend to Trish Blaha Martin, on the death of her cousin, Robert Blaha;  to the family of Cullis Lee Holub, who remained a member of our Chapter, even after moving to Mobile, Alabama;  to Frank Jasak ,  Marie Spiker. Jennifer and Sam Evans, and Family, on the death of their dear and lovely wife and Mother Lupe Jasek ;  to Virginia and Leroy Janda,  on the death of Virginia’s Mother.;  to Irene Mazoch and family, on the death of her sister - in- law,   Barbara Mazoch;  to the Family of Donnal F. Muzny, who, when he lived in San Antonio, was a member of our San Antonio Czech Chapter; and to Mike Vajdos and Family, on the death of his sister, Cecelia Vajdos.  May they rest in peace.  

TEXAS CHECHS EXHIBIT AT ITC:      June 4, 2015, was the opening date of the Texas Czechs: Rooted in Tradition  exhibit at the Institute of Texan Cultures  The exhibit was sponsored by Polka Works and featured engaging narrative text, colorful photography, objects, and films.  This exhibit highlighted the vibrancy of Texas Czech culture in the 21st century.  This exhibit was compiled by Ms. Dawn Orsak and Lori Najvar.

Evelyn Clauss and two of her children, dressed in Kroj, were interviewed on Thursday, July 9th on Channel 12 at 1:45 p.m.  This interview was to explain and advertise the Mini-Czech Fest, which was held at ITC on July 12, 2015, on the Museum’s free Second Sunday.  The Mini Czech Fest was sponsored by the Bexar County Czech Heritage Society and Polka Works.

The exhibit included a display of  kroj photos, the Czech language and a food table with recipes and photos of food and cookbooks.  There were activities for children, polka dance lessons and performances by a Czech Choir.

Mike Vajdos, who attended an ITC docent meeting after the Mini Czech Fest, reported that ITC was very satisfied with the Czech mini festival.  Over 500 people visited the Institute on that day, and many visited the Mini Czech Fest.  Mike also complemented Evelyn Clauss on the superb job with the interview on Channel 12.  

The exhibit will close on September 4, 2015

Members, who attended the Mini Czech Fest were Evelyn Clauss and family,  Paul Ebaben, Bill and Bea Jarzombek and family, Charles and Angelina Kretzchmar,  Willie and Georgie Rainosek,  T.J. Slansky, Robert Trampota, Mike and Kay Vajdos with grandchildren, Loretta Valenta with a friend, and Laddie Zezula.  Joyce Madden visited the exhibit on Sunday, July 5th. 

SUMMER DANCE HALL SCHEDULES:  The Pearl Brewery hosts a “Summer Dance Hall Series”, which began this year on July 1st.  On August 19th , Mark Halata and Texavia were featured.  Admission was free to the public. The Dance Hall Series ended on August 26th and were on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  This series was featured last year also.  Keep an eye out for the series next year.

The Czechaholics Band will be at Eagles Hall in New Braunfels on August 1st  and at the Geronimo VFW Hall (North of Seguin) on Sept. 20thm from 3 p.m. to 6:30  p.m.

CZECH HERITAGE SOCIETY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:  
At the summer State Czech Heritage Society meeting in Victoria, Texas, on July 18th, two Chapters were recognized for their anniversary dates of membership in the Society.  Harris County CHS has been affiliated with the State CHS for 30 years; and our Bexar County CHS has been affiliated for 25 years.  Members attending from Bexar County were Larry Jackson, Myrna Slansky and T.J. Slansky.  A lovely cake was served to all in attendance.

GOVERNOR MEETS WITH CZECH AMBASSADOR:  
Governor Greg Abbott met with Petr Gandalovic, Ambassador of the Czech Republic to the United States,  to discuss the promotion of trade and investment between the Czech Republic and South Texas.  Governor Abbott also received an update on the Czech trade mission to San Antonio this past March, and the State of Texas participation in a seminar to promote business in Texas and Prague in February 2016.

It was noted that in 2014, Texas exported $312.3 million in goods to the Czech Republic, including machinery, electric machinery, medical equipment, tools of base metals and chemical products.   In 2014, Texas imported $304.3 milliojn in goods from the Czech Republic, including electric machinery, articles of iron and steel, industrial machinery, and pyrotechnics.    In March, 2015, San Antonio and Bexar County welcomed a 30 person business delegation from the Czech Republic, consisting mainly of food companies to discuss the agriculture and food production industry.

BATTLE OF FLOWERS THANK YOU:  Irene Mazoch wishes to thanks John Jetelina, Jennifer and Sam Evans, Trish Martin, and Kim McCarron for marching in the Battle of Flowers Parade, while carrying the Banner for Peter Holt, who was the Grand Marshall.

OUTREACH  PROGRAM:    Alice Vida informed the members at the General Meeting in February that they would be visiting Shepherd Middle School on Feb. 24th and they would be visiting the 4th, 5th, and 7th grades.  Alice and Jerry Janecka would also participate in the Tejedia History Fair on March 28th.  On Founders Day in San Antonio, Alice also took an exhibit which is set up in the Alamo’s Garden Area.

This Outreach Program informs students and visitors about our Czech heritage and culture.  Alice and Jerry are contacts for this program.  They would really like for more members to become involved.  Alice can be reached at (210) 391-0632 and Jerry can be reached at (210) 492-7128.
DID YOU KNOW?  Did you know that a statuary bust of Vaclav Havel was placed in the Statuary Hall in the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington D.C. on November 14, 2014?  The Dedication speech was given by John Boener, the Speaker of the House.  

THE LONG AWAITED COOKIE RECIPE:  Sorry this has taken so long to be published in this newsletter, but I do not always have the space to include items of interest, especially ones that are so tasty.

GRAHAM CRACKER CRUNCH  

2 sticks of butter with salt (not sweet cream)


½ heaping cup of brown sugar


13 graham crackers or enough to line the bottom of a jelly roll pan


1 ¼ cups of chopped pecans


¾ bag of Heath Bits ‘O Brickle Toffee Bits

Heat oven to 350 degrees.   Line jelly roll pan with foil.  Spread graham crackers on foil, sides touching.  Sprinkle brickle and pecans to cover graham crackers.

On a small saucepan, bring butter and brown sugar to boil on medium – high heat.  Simmer on low heat until “syrupy” – approx.. 2 minutes.   Immediately pour over graham crackers/ pecans/ brickle.    Bake for 12 minutes or until bubbling all over.

Remove from heat and immediately cut into 2” squares.   Cool completely (can cool in refrigerator while still in pan if needed) and store in an air-tight container.

A big THANK YOU to   Joan Wylie for sharing your recipe !!!!

Editor’s Note:  Thank you for everyone who gives me information for this newsletter.  I deeply appreciate your help.   

Dolores Bueche, Editor   (210) 344-5718 /   buechedm@sbcglobal.net
